West 104th Street

BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                 OCTOBER 22, 2004

Editor:  Nancy Lian

YARD SALE A

BIG SUCCESS
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The morning gave us brilliant blue sky, and gusty autumn wind and the Yard Sale was a great success.  Vendors filled all the spots, and there was a waiting list.  Entertainment gave us rhythm from beginning to end with the Shai-lettes with our own Karen Gershenhorn, Botafogo, the Leif Arntzen Band with Kate McGarry, vocalist, and Sage the Clown for the children.  But the rain closed us up a little early.

Our Yard Sale takes months of preparation.  Special thanks go to Marsha Tantleff who coordinated vendors and helped organize and set up, Hanna Rubin and Paula Zirinsky who spearheaded the Silent Auction, Miriam Duhan and Alex Grannis who ran a splendid bakery, Estelle Kattelson who arranged the entertain- ment, Nathan Gross, bookseller extraordinaire and his able assistant Missy Cohen, Ira Gershenhorn, producer of the entertainment, Teresa Elwert and Nancy Lian who manned the ticket sales and answered everyone’s questions, and Jeffrey Oeberst, Jeff Howitt and Lani Sanjek for cooking up a storm!  There were many return vendors, but also new ones as well as a waiting list.  

Kudos to the Volunteers!

The day was a great success because of the major contribution of time, talent and enthusiasm from our volunteers.  We thank them all and hope we haven’t forgotten anyone!

Alex Alexander 
     Justin Alexander

Mary Cargill

      Linda Cartafalsa

Jim Cooper

      Michael Dillon

Dennis Dugan
      Mark Dunning

Harley Emmer
      Helene Friedman

Ira Gershenhorn
      Marissa Gershenhorn    Roxanne Greenstein     Jeff Howitt

      Kathleen Hulser
      Kathy Kearns
      Bryan Lee

      Raj Maheshwari
      Martin Mansfield
      Jonathan Mehrer           Kate Miller
                 Jeffrey Oeberst             Henry Pita
                 Joe Rappaport
      Barbara Rothenberg      Lani Sanjek
                 Roger Sanjek                 Mimi Schade

      Elaynne Sharon             Jon Smith  

      Patty Smith                    Carlos Straker               Robin Willner                 Paula Zirinsky

We warmly thank the individuals and the following local merchants who supported the Silent Auction:

Bank Street Bookstore, Bistro Ten, Body Strength Gym, Calcutta Café, Cardomat, Fresh Direct, Get Organized, Gourmet Garage, The Heights, Indus Indian Restaurant, Labyrinth Books, Le Monde, Liberty House, Mama Mexico, Metisse, The Movie Place, Paris Health Club,  Petqua Pet Store, RCI Discount Electronics, Silver Moon Bakery, Zeytin Turkish Restaurant.


A Welcome to Missy Cohen

Missy Cohen of 320 Riverside Drive has joined the Block Association Board of Directors.  She has been a block resident for five years, and works as a sound and music editor for feature films and television.  You can see her frequently walking her dog Bart, and she has already been very active assisting Nathan Gross with the Yard Sale Book Sale and creating a birthday photo album of block residents for Carlos Straker, our security guard.

Street light replacement fund-raising is complete 


New street lights for West 104th Street are fully funded and we expect that by late spring 2005 you will have beautiful and special lighting. The four Cobra head street lights to be replaced with three F poles- the first such installation on the Upper West Side since these poles became available again!  Thanks to all on the block, both individuals and building Coop Boards, who contributed to this extraordinary effort to beautify our block and light it properly.  Steve Zirinsky, in charge of this special project from start to finish,  provided a poster about the new lights which was on display next to the Silent Auction area during the Yard Sale.

Memorial for Susan Schwartz

There will be an unveiling of the plaque in memory of Susan Schwartz on Saturday November 21, 2004 at 12 Noon.  Please gather on Riverside Drive...third bench North of 104th Street...near the Tot Lot.  If you have any questions, contact Marsha Tantleff at 212.932.9592.
 

Local Telephone Reference Numbers

For Quality of Life issues 
311

24th Police Precinct

  Community Patrol Officers
212.678.1945

  General Precinct matters
212.678.1811

  Parks and Recreation

212.360.8111
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West 104th St. Block Association
FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2004


OPENING BALANCE: 
             $  5,590.62

INCOME:
   Dues        

   $    956.00

   Co-op Dues 315 RSD   5,474.72           

   Newsletter Ads                 268.00

   Yard Sale Spaces         2,215.00

   
 TOTAL INCOME:           
               $8,922.72  

EXPENSES
   Guard Service            $ 2,388.44
   Postage                              14.80

                                  
 TOTAL EXPENSES
                          $2,4303.24
  
CLOSING BALANCE: 

  $12,110.10
      

  West 104th Street Block Association Board

President

Teresa Elwert 320 RSD 212.866.4260

VP/Secretary
Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112

Treasurer

Sid Herzfeld 895 WEA 212.749.0085

Members

Barbara Bryan 905 WEA 212.864.5663



Missy Cohen, 320 RSD  212.662.8710

                                Miriam Duhan 309 W 104 212.866.2791



Sheila Garden 905 WEA 212.662.5143



Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644



Estelle Kattelson 925 WEA 212.866.9731



Elly Ledogar 315 RSD 212.864.7148



Hanna Rubin 315 RSD 212.865.4579



Marsha Tantleff 315 RSD 212.932.9592



Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082 



Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732 

CALENDAR OF SELECTED EVENTS

10/22-11/7 Penthouse and Pavement, photography exhibit curated by Jean Prytyskacz and David Ruskin. West Side Arts Coalition, Mall, 96th & Bwy.  Opening Reception 10/23, 2:30-5:30.  Closing Reception 11/7 2:30-5:30.

10/24
Broadway Bach Ensemble plays Schiffman’s Upper Baker Pond (World Premiere), Haydn’s Symphony 95 in C Minor, Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G Major, Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114 St.  4 pm. Free.  Call 914.654.1062 for more information.

10/24
Mom, Dad, I’m Living with a White Girl, a comedy from Canada, directed by Ron Nakahara.  Pan Asian Repertory Theater, 263 W 86 St.  Wed-Sat 7”30, Sun 3 pm.  Call 212.279.4200 for tickets which cost $20-$40.  For more information go to panasianrep.org.  Continues to 11/7.

10/25
Café Jazz.  A candlelight setting showcases Manhattan School of Music student jazz combos.  Free with complimentary snacks and beverages.  7:30 pm, Mitzi Newhouse Pavilion, 120 Claremont St.  Call 917.493.4428 for more information.  Ask about other dates.

10/26
Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra, Bobby Sanabria, director.  Manhattan School of Music John C. Borden Auditorium, 8 pm.  120 Claremont St.  8 pm.  Free.

10/27
Music Dances:  Balanchine and Stravinsky.  A film screening in conjunction with the Balanchine the Musician symposium.  Manhattan School of Music, Greenfield Hall, 5 pm.  120 Claremont St.  Free

10/27
Hotel Imperial, part of the Mysterious Movies film series.  St. Agnes Branch Library, Amsterdam at 82nd St.  2 pm.  Call 212.877.4380 for more information.

10/29
Party with Scary Stories for Halloween.  Presented by Mecca Carter, Morningside Heights Library, Bwy at 113th St.  4-5:30 pm for ages 2 and older.  Call 212.864.2530 for info.

10/30
New York Goofs Halloween Show.  Retro-hip vaudevillians with physical comedy and a performance that includes a costume contest, parade, and other wacky fun.  Just Kidding Club.  Symphony Space, Peter J Sharp Theater, 11 am.  Tickets $18, Kids $11.  Call 212.864.5400.

10/30
Crypt Crawl.  Creep by candlelight into the crypt of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine to commemorate the origins of Halloween as the Celtic New Year celebration and its later transformation into All Hallows Eve.

Reservations required.  Tours at 10, 11, 1, 2, 3, 4.  Led by Thomas Fedorek and Robert Bleggi.  $10 per person.  Call 212.932.7347 to reserve.

10/31
Halloween Parade.  Follow bagpipers to the Hippo Playground for a party sponsored by the RSD Park Fund.  Wear a costume.  Gather at Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Monument, 89th & RSD at 3:30.  Free.  In case of rain, event will be cancelled. 

11/1
“I’m not a Sometime Thing”, (Double CD Release Celebration of Carol Mennie’s CD) featuring vocalist, Carol Mennie with Dom Minasi -guitar, Patience Higgins-reeds, Valery Ponomarev-trumpet & flugel horn, Tomas Urlich-cello, Ken Filiano-bass and John Bollinger-drums at 6:45;  Dom Minasi's Quick Response featuring Dom on guitar, Mark Whitecage-alto sax, Kyle Koehler-organ and John Bollinger-drums at 7:45.  Smoke,  2751 Bwy (105 &106).  212.864.6662   

11/4
Statesmen of Jazz, Highlights in Jazz, Tribeca Performing Arts Center, 199 Chambers St..  8 pm.  Tickets $27.50.  Call 212.220.1460 for more information. 

11/5
Manhattan School of Music Philharmonia, Juyoung Kim, violin, Joseph Silverstein, conductor, present Wagner’s Die Meistersinger Overture, Dvorak’s Violin Concerto in A minor, Brahms’ Symphony #1 in C minor.  120 Claremont St., 8 pm.  John C. Borden Auditorium, Free.

11/6
Spirited Away.  Hayao Miyazaki’s animated fable of a family taking a short cut ending in a strange world of magical creatures.  Academy Award Winner for Best Animated Feature.   Symphony Space, Peter J. Sharp Theater.  11 am and 2 pm.  Call 212.864.5400 for ticket information.  

11/6-21 Mother Saints and Holy Whores:  Mexico Now Festival.  Discover the Golden Age of Mexican Melodrama.  Three weekends of Mexican films made over 10 years.  Symphony Space.  Tickets $10, $8 St/Sr .  Call 212.864.5400 for more information.

11/7
Autumn Leaves.  Meet at 91st St. playground in RSD Park from 1-3.  Learn why leaves change color in the autumn.  All ages welcome.  Sponsored by RSD Park Fund.  Call 212.870.3070 to sign up.

11/7
Alan Stepansky Studio, Alan Stepansky, cello and ensemble perform at St. James Chapel, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 3 pm.  Free, but contributions welcome.

11/9
The Art of Rubber Stamps, workshop with Rand Huesbsch.  Lea Learn how to carve and print rubberstamps, either from your own designs or from images in books. This fun hands-on workshop will be limited to 12 adults.  Registration required.  Bloomingdale 

Library, 150 W 100 St.  6 pm. Call 212.222.8030 to register.

11/12
Manhattan School of Music Symphony, Se Ryung Choi, soprano, George Manahan, conductor, present Berlioz’ Roman Carneval Overture, R. Strauss’ Sechs Lieder, Hindemith’s Mathis der Maler Symphony.  John C. Borden Aud. 120 Claremont, 8 pm.  Free.

11/13   Int’l Chamber Music Concert of Amnesty International's Group 11 in NYC to raise money for AIUSA's human rights activities. Works by Beethoven, Brahms, Rachmaninoff and Schumann.  Mannes College of Music, 150 W 85, 8pm.  Call 212.631.4221.  Contribution $18, stud $10. Seating limited.

11/15
Nicole, new opera by Anthony Newman and Raoul Cansino, Robert Johnson and New-man.  NYChamber Opera Co. Symphony Space.  Performances also 11/17, 22, 26.  Call 212.864.5400 for ticket information.

11/17
From the Grecian Isles, Greek mythology in works by Musto, Schubert, Dvorak, Ravel, Theodorakis and others.  NY Festival of Song with Steven Blier (block resident) and others.  Merkin Concert Hall, 129 W 67 St.  8 pm.  Call 212.501.3330 for ticket information.

11/18
Click-On the Web.  Intro. to the Internet for parent and child 6 to 11. Bloomingdale Library, 150 W 100 St., 3:30 pm. Preregistration required.  Call 212.222.8030. 

11/19
Thanksgiving Celebration for ages 12-18.  Craft program with snacks.  Morningside Library, 2900 Bwy at 113th St.  4 pm.

11/20
Sing-Along Sound of Music.  A cinematic phenomenon with costume contest, goodie bags, movie.  Just Kidding program.  11 am.  Symphony Space, Peter J. Sharp Theater.  Call 212.864.5400 for ticket information.   

11/20
Breaking the Code:  Spotlight on Symbolism.  Tour the Cathedral of St. John the Divine to learn the many layers of symbolism in the architecture, including the Cathedral as heavenly city, sacred mountain, and number symbolism and sacred geometry.  Meet at 12:45 in the Nave.  Tickets $10, $8 for students/seniors.  Call 212.932.7347 for more information.

11/21
Misicora, chamber ensemble performs an eclectic repertoire from Mozart to Argentine tangos including works of Da Falla, Dowland, Bach, Vaughan Williams and Saint-Saens.  St. James Chapel, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 3 pm.  Free, but contributions welcome.

11/27
Leaf Day.  Help rake fall leaves.  Meet at RSD Drive and 103rd St.  10am – 1 pm.  Sponsored by RSD Park Fund.  Call 212.870.3070 to sign up or just arrive.

12/2
Roy Haynes and the Fountain of Youth Quartet, 2004 Downbeat Hall of Fame Winner, Highlights in Jazz, Tribeca Performing Arts Center, 199 Chambers St..  8 pm.  Tickets $27.50.  Call 212.220.1460 for more information.  

12/5
Brass Chamber Music Concert, Toby Hanks, coordinator.  Manhattan School of Music, Greenfield Hall, 120 Claremont St.  2:30 pm.  Free concert, no tickets required.  Call 917.493.4428 for more information.

12/10-11-12
New York Revels celebrating the Winter Solstice and the music, dance and traditional stories of Scotland. A fully staged theatre honoring Christmas and the Winter Solstice in a unique multicultural experience that rouses people of all ages to sing in their seats and dance in the aisles.  Symphony Space, Peter J. Sharp Theater.  Call 212.864.5400 for ticket information. 

12/11
1000 Paper Cranes:  A Season of Light Holiday Workshop.  Stroll through the Cathedral of St. John the Divine to see two gold menorahs and the giant Peace Tree, covered with 1000 paper cranes.  A workshop to design and produce “triptych” cards, candleholders and origami cranes to take home follows the tour.  Ages 4 and up  $5 per child, with adult.  Meet at information booth at 10 for the 2-hour workshop.  
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Tom Otterness Sculptures Come to Upper Broadway

Be sure to look at the mall along Broadway or you will miss a special exhibit of Tom Otterness sculptures which enhance and delight all from 60th St. to 168th St.  The 25 sculptures are on display until Nov. 22.

Each figure has a moneybag head with a dollar sign – an Otterness motif.  Our closest displays are at 103rd Street and 107th St.  At 103rd St. you will find a six-foot tall pair – King and Queen, created in 1997.  These are one of three castings.  At 107th St. you will find Free Money and Last Penny, part of six castings made in 1999.  Signs by each sculpture list all 25 and their locations.  Wear comfortable shoes and take a walk on Broadway.  At the 96th St. mall you’ll see a large bear, different from the other creations.


This temporary exhibit is by Otterness, a New York artist whose work has been collected by The Museum of Modern Art and the Whitney, among others.  His studio is in DUMBO, Brooklyn.  This is the first large such display on the malls of upper Broadway.  He has permanent displays at 14th ST. & 8th Avenue, Hilton Times Square, and Rockefeller State Park in Battery Park City.  He tries to make his work accessible on many levels--playful enough to be enjoyed by a child but with deeper meanings as well.

The malls are maintained by the Broadway Mall Association, and New York City's Parks and Recreation Department.  Otterness' dealer, the Marlborough Gallery, helped to put on the exhibit.


The Peach Report

By Joseph G. Rappaport


I ate the first peach from my tree just now.

It wasn't really ripe, but I just couldn't resist. I've got about 40 on my backyard tree here on West 104th Street in Manhattan -- at least two have 
already fallen and been devoured by ants -- and I had pulled one off earlier in the day. I placed it in a paper bag with several peaches I bought 
yesterday in Columbia County, first making sure I would remember which one it was. It was small and had a distinctive ridge. I'll give this one a day 
or two, I said to myself.

You should understand that peaches are pretty much my favorite fruit, and maybe my favorite food.

When you bite into a peach, and it's ripe or at least close enough to ripe to have taste, it has actual warmth. I think of it as like I'm actually biting into some remnant of the sun, though not as hot, of course -- that would really burn you. If you get a good peach -- and if you avoid most of the California peaches and learn to smell them to see if they are ripe, they are easier to find than you might think -- it's transcendent.

Early in the season, most good peaches are from the south, especially Georgia (though South Carolina grows nice ones too) By early June, I'm on a kind of South Peach diet, actually (sorry about that one), and I'm eating one or two or more a day from May on. I cut them up for breakfast, maybe for an afternoon snack. And in a fruit salad in the evening, if I have enough.

Sometime in July the local crop, from New Jersey and upstate New York, comes in. They are next to impossible to find at city markets, so Green Market or upstate farm stand visits are obligatory.

I have about seven ripening from my last visit upstate, plus one or two already opened peaches in the fridge. So I told myself that it'd be no problem to wait to eat that first peach of mine, since I had so many others.

I can wait, I told myself.

But a few hours later, just a few minutes ago, I decided I had to try it. It wasn't calling to me, I was called to it.

The verdict: it needed a couple of days in the paper bag, but I knew that from the beginning. So the verdict is, even though it wasn't completely ripe and needed more time, it was a peach from my peach tree on West 104th
Street in Manhattan, and therefore tasted great.

Neighborhood Services for Hire

Private coaching sessions to help actors to develop effective performances; to evaluate and help with auditions, and more; gentle and fun.  Sessions are approximately one hour each, preferably during the day or early evening.  Member of AEA,SAG,AFTRA with 37 years of acting, teaching and directing experience.  Contact Michael Graves at 212.663.5133.   

Tutoring.  Block resident Allen Baird will tutor your child and make a real difference.  NYS teacher Special Education certificate, plus experience as a Kaplan College Board trainer.  Call 212.663.2007 or allenjanbaird@hotmail.com.

Piano lessons for all ages.  Beginners & children welcome.  Experienced teacher makes it fun while you learn.  212.662.1466

Make-up artist, stylist. For fashion shows, TV/soap operas, film; ES Styles; 212.280.8199

Professional Organizing. If you would like to be "Organized and Clutter Free" I can help with files, closets, shelves, drawers and storage. Spring cleaning. Jump starts available. Inquiries welcomed. Let me help you take action now. 212.663.6409.

TV crews and production services.  Manages location crews, studio productions, and live events with the most experienced and best-suited personnel.  Crew 1 TV, Dino Quaglietta, resident of 320 Riverside.  212.665.8277; web site: www.crew1tv.com; email: crew1tv@aol.com.

Available for babysitting evenings for mealtimes, storytelling, singing.  Former nursery teacher, Block Assoc. board member. $10 per hour.Call Estelle at: 212.866.9731
Jack Price:  General Painting and cleaning-apartments, houses, offices, etc.  Tel: 718.961.4542, cell 917.751.7927.  email: JPNYCguy@earthlink.net.

Cat sitter.  Responsible, experienced.  Comes twice a day and pets, feeds, and plays with your cat.  References available.  Charges $5 a day.  Lydia, age 12, resident of 905 WEA.  212.865.6588.

Private yoga and pre-natal yoga in the comfort of your home by a certified Hatha yoga teacher.  Harininiyoga, block resident.  917.968.6457.

Cat Cottage/Cat Calls.  Cat sitter:  feed, give medication, scoop out pan, Jeanne Adlon, recommended by block resident.  212.734.6866.

Coral calcium:  Bob Barefoot formula:  discounted.  It really works!  Ca20 Co., 212.678.2128.  starthealthy @ msm.com

Piano teacher. Doctorate candidate; Manhattan School of Music grad; experienced faculty member; beginners of all ages welcome. Judy, 212.665.7814.

Your Neighborhood service publicized - free!

You can publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, dog walking, apartment cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and on our web site.  To submit an ad, fill out the form on our web site (www.bloomingdale.org Neighborhood Services for Hire) or mail/deliver the following information to Teresa Elwert, 320 RSD, #9D.  

   For our records:  your name and mailing address

   For publication:  your name, contact method (phone # or e-mail address), description of your service

   Placement:  newsletter, website, or both

Dues  4th Quarter 10/04-12/04

Please allocate my contribution to:





  Amount of check: ____________

____ Security  ___ Beautification ___Social ___Newsletter ___Board Decision 


 (Suggested amount:  $25.00)

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________  Apt. No. _________

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________

(For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties)

Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc.

Mail to our treasurer:




or drop off at

Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA., Apt. 5D, NY NY 10025

315 RSD: Tantleff,  Apt 6C, 320 RSD: Elwert, Apt 9D





                          905 WEA: Bryan, Apt 141, 309 W. 104: Duhan, Apt  8C
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